
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities, 

   We are all shocked and dismayed over the horrific murder of Fr. Jacques Hamel (84), as he 

was celebrating daily Mass in his parish church in Normandy, France on Tuesday. Fr. Hamel 

was brutally slain by Islamic terrorists, who made him kneel down before they slit his throat. 

One of the terrorists filmed the savage event. Another member of the congregation also had 

his throat slit, and is fighting for his life at this time. The level of terrorism has now 

expanded its evil to an almost unstoppable pace, as ISIS is now encouraging “lone wolf” 

terrorists to carry out atrocities, such as we witnessed in Nice recently. That the sanctity of 

the church was violated in such an evil manner, and especially as Fr. Hamel was offering the 

most precious Sacrifice of the Mass, is beyond comprehension. As he made present on the 

altar the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, he himself had his own blood shed. Of course, Fr. 

Hamel is now a martyr of the Holy Church, and is praying for us from his place in Heaven. In 

a strange twist, the terrorist who murdered Fr. Hamel was born in Algeria, in North Africa, 

where twenty years ago, a group of seven Trappist monks were also slain by Islamic 

terrorists. If you have an opportunity we might watch the movie “Of Gods and Men” which 

superbly and poignantly tells the story of that savage massacre. Algeria was once a colony of 

France, and for this reason there is a very large Algerian immigrant population in France, 

while there is still a strong French influence in Algeria. These seven monks lived in a remote 

monastery, near to a Moslem village. Each and every day they devoted their lives to giving 

medical assistance to the villagers, and indeed to anyone who came to them. They even 

treated GIA Islamic terrorists who had been shot by the Algerian Army. In the Christian 

tradition, they did not discriminate, but tried to see God and good in all people. The Algerian 

authorities had warned the monks that their lives were in danger, because of their religion, 

and that they should flee the country. The monks agonized and prayed hard before making 

their decision. They voted to stay. In doing so, they were as such signing their own death 

warrant. But, in doing so they understood that they were witnessing to the presence of 

Christ in a very violent country, and they accepted that their witness might result in their 

death. Their bodies were never found, only their seven heads, three of them hanging from a 

tree almost in imitation of Calvary. Fr. Hamel’s martyrdom has had such an effect on us, 

because it is so close to home. It is good also to remember that each day Christians are 

being persecuted and killed in many parts of the world, the majority by Islamic terrorists. 

Yet the Catholic Church will never encourage or tolerate violent retaliation. We do need to 

pray for an end to the violence and senseless killing, even if we can only see and experience 

the darkness at this time. Fr. Hamel, Pray For Us. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 


